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ABSTRACT: The process of resettling Northern Muslims in Sri Lanka following years of 

displacement due to conflict poses multifaceted challenges to sustainable post-war development 

and reconciliation. This study critically examines the intricacies of this complex endeavor, 

shedding light on the social, economic, and political factors that impact the lives of the resettled 

communities. By exploring the experiences, obstacles, and opportunities encountered by 

Northern Muslims, this research contributes to the broader discourse on conflict resolution and 

sustainable development in post-war societies, offering insights for policy formulation and 

fostering reconciliation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The island nation of Sri Lanka has been marked by decades of conflict and turmoil, leaving a 

profound impact on its people and communities. Among those most profoundly affected were 

the Northern Muslims, who, for years, endured forced displacement and upheaval due to the 

protracted civil conflict that plagued the nation. While the conflict has officially ended, the 

challenges of rebuilding lives, ensuring sustainable development, and fostering reconciliation for 

these communities remain daunting. 

The process of resettling Northern Muslims in Sri Lanka is a multifaceted endeavor that involves 

addressing a complex web of social, economic, and political issues. These issues are deeply rooted 

in the historical context of the conflict and its aftermath, and they continue to shape the lives and 

aspirations of the resettled communities. This study, titled "Rebuilding Lives and Reconciliation: 

The Challenge of Resettling Northern Muslims in Sri Lanka," embarks on a critical examination of 

these challenges and opportunities. 

The resettlement of Northern Muslims is a vital component of Sri Lanka's post-war landscape, 

carrying significant implications for the nation's sustainable development and reconciliation 

efforts. This process transcends mere physical relocation; it entails the restoration of livelihoods, 

the reestablishment of social bonds, and the healing of deep-seated wounds. The experiences of 

these communities serve as a microcosm of the broader challenges faced by post-conflict 

societies worldwide. 
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In this exploration, we will delve into the intricate dynamics at play in the lives of the resettled 

Northern Muslims. We will analyze the socio-economic impact of resettlement, the obstacles 

encountered on the path to reconciliation, and the opportunities that lie ahead. By shedding light 

on these complexities, we seek to contribute to the broader discourse on conflict resolution and 

sustainable development in post-war societies. 

As we navigate the chapters of this study, it is our hope that readers will gain a deeper 

understanding of the challenges faced by the Northern Muslim communities in Sri Lanka and the 

resilience they exhibit in their quest for rebuilding lives and fostering reconciliation. "Rebuilding 

Lives and Reconciliation" invites you to embark on this journey of discovery, where the voices and 

experiences of the resettled communities take center stage in the ongoing narrative of Sri Lanka's 

post-conflict transformation. 

METHOD 

A qualitative research design was used to explore the resettlement of Northern Muslims in Sri 

Lanka. The study used purposive sampling to select 50 participants from among the Northern 

Muslim community members who were affected by the conflict and displacement. Data was 

collected through semi-structured interviews and focus group discussions. The interviews were 

conducted in the local language, Tamil, and were recorded and transcribed for analysis. The data 

was analyzed using thematic analysis. 

This study employed a qualitative research design to explore the challenges faced by the Northern 

Muslim community in Sri Lanka during the resettlement process and to identify strategies for 

sustainable post-war development and reconciliation. Data was collected through semi-

structured interviews and focus group discussions with 50 participants from the Northern Muslim 

community. 

The study used purposive sampling to select participants from the Northern Muslim community 

who had experienced displacement during the war and had resettled in the North of Sri Lanka. 

The participants were selected based on their availability and willingness to participate in the 

study. The study also included key informants such as government officials, academics, and civil 

society representatives who were involved in the resettlement process. 

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 30 participants, and focus group discussions 

were conducted with 20 participants. The interviews and focus group discussions were conducted 

in Tamil, the primary language of the Northern Muslim community. The interviews and focus 

group discussions were audio-recorded and transcribed verbatim. 

Data analysis was conducted using thematic analysis. The transcripts were read multiple times to 

identify key themes and sub-themes related to the challenges faced by the Northern Muslim 

community during the resettlement process and strategies for sustainable post-war development 

and reconciliation. The identified themes were categorized and analyzed to draw conclusions and 

make recommendations for sustainable post-war development and reconciliation in Sri Lanka. 

 

RESULTS 
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The research into "Rebuilding Lives and Reconciliation: The Challenge of Resettling Northern 

Muslims in Sri Lanka" yielded profound insights into the complex and multifaceted process of 

resettling Northern Muslim communities in the post-war context. Key results include: 

Socio-economic Challenges: The resettled Northern Muslim communities continue to face 

substantial socio-economic challenges. Disruptions to livelihoods, limited access to resources, and 

insufficient infrastructure hinder their progress and development. 

Reconciliation Efforts: Despite the challenges, there are encouraging signs of reconciliation as 

communities work towards rebuilding trust and fostering peaceful coexistence with neighboring 

communities, including Tamils. 

Policy Analysis: The analysis of government policies and initiatives revealed a range of approaches 

to resettlement, with varying degrees of success. There is a need for greater alignment between 

policy objectives and on-the-ground realities to ensure the effective implementation of 

resettlement programs. 

Community Resilience: Resettled Northern Muslim communities have demonstrated remarkable 

resilience, resourcefulness, and determination in the face of adversity. They have shown a strong 

desire to rebuild their lives and contribute to the reconciliation process. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The discussion section of the research delves into the implications of these findings and their 

significance for sustainable post-war development and reconciliation in Sri Lanka. Key points of 

discussion include: 

Socio-economic Empowerment: Addressing the socio-economic challenges faced by resettled 

Northern Muslims is crucial. Initiatives aimed at enhancing access to education, healthcare, 

employment opportunities, and infrastructure are essential for improving their quality of life and 

fostering reconciliation. 

Community Engagement: The research underscores the importance of actively engaging 

resettled communities in decision-making processes related to their own development. 

Empowering community members to participate in shaping their future can enhance ownership 

and sustainability. 

Reconciliation as a Process: Reconciliation is an ongoing process that extends beyond the physical 

act of resettlement. Building trust, promoting dialogue, and facilitating cultural exchange 

between Northern Muslim and Tamil communities are vital components of reconciliation efforts. 

Policy Recommendations: The discussion provides policy recommendations for government 

authorities and organizations involved in resettlement. These recommendations focus on 

improving the effectiveness of policies and ensuring that they align with the needs and aspirations 

of the resettled communities. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, "Rebuilding Lives and Reconciliation: The Challenge of Resettling Northern Muslims 

in Sri Lanka" underscores the complexity and importance of the resettlement process in post-war 
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contexts. The research has shed light on the challenges faced by Northern Muslim communities, 

their resilience, and the promising signs of reconciliation in the region. 

Efforts to rebuild lives and foster reconciliation must be context-specific and responsive to the 

unique needs of the communities involved. Sustainable development and reconciliation are 

intertwined, and progress in one domain can reinforce progress in the other. The findings of this 

research contribute to the broader discourse on post-conflict development and reconciliation and 

offer practical recommendations for stakeholders committed to building a more inclusive and 

peaceful future for Sri Lanka. 
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