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In the context of intensifying information warfare, hybrid threats, and ideological infiltration, the
cultivation of ideological immunity among military personnel has become a strategic imperative
for national security. This article investigates the critical role of patriotism as a stabilizing and
mobilizing factor in the development of such immunity. By examining patriotism not merely as an
emotional attachment to the homeland, but as a system of deeply internalized moral, civic, and
historical values, the study highlights its function in fortifying psychological resilience and
preventing susceptibility to hostile ideological influences. Drawing on sociological, psychological,
and military-pedagogical frameworks, the research analyzes the mechanisms through which
patriotic education enhances critical thinking, moral clarity, and collective identity among soldiers.
Furthermore, the article emphasizes that a value-based patriotic paradigm—rooted in national
history, cultural memory, and civic responsibility—serves as a cognitive and emotional shield
against propaganda, disinformation, and extremist narratives. The findings suggest that
institutionalized patriotism, when implemented with philosophical depth and cultural
authenticity, significantly contributes to the formation of loyal, ideologically vigilant, and morally
grounded service members who are capable of upholding national integrity both in times of peace
and conflict.
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The contemporary security environment is characterized by an unprecedented fusion of
conventional military threats and sophisticated ideological subversion techniques—ranging from
hybrid warfare and targeted disinformation campaigns to psychological operations designed to
undermine institutional cohesion and national morale[1]. Within this volatile milieu, the notion of
ideological immunity among military personnel has emerged as a critical dimension of national
defense strategy. This article examines patriotism not merely as emotional loyalty but as an
internalized constellation of civic ethics, historical awareness, and moral conviction that
effectively fortifies service members against hostile ideological incursions[2]. At the theoretical
level, political science scholarship offers a precedent: the “rally ‘round the flag effect” illustrates
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how collective patriotism surges during crises, boosting public support for national leadership.
While this effect describes mass behavior, it also implicitly affirms how psychological resonance
with national symbols and narratives reinforces group cohesion. For military personnel, such
resonance is not spontaneous but constructed through deliberate educational frameworks that
cultivate resilient identities anchored in values, history, and duty. Empirical studies further
corroborate the link between patriotism and institutional trust. Survey research across
democratic societies—such as France, Germany, and the United States—demonstrates that
sustained patriotic culture enhances recognition of the military’s role not only as a functional
defense apparatus but also as a moral exemplifier of the national idea. A significant proportion of
respondents in these countries attribute their support for the armed forces to values inculcated
through schooling, civic rituals, and symbolic narrativization of national sacrifice. Sociological
research reveals that modern militaries increasingly rely on a professional volunteer cohort that
comprises less than 1% of the total population. Surveys of mid-grade and senior officers in the U.S.
reveal that 9o% express strong pride in their service, yet only 27% believe that civilians truly
understand their sacrifices[3]. This disconnect—and the paradoxical combination of reverence
and alienation—indicates that patriotism's affective resonance may insufficiently compensate for
the ideological fragility resulting from social isolation. This research contends that patriotism
functions as a vital cognitive and affective bulwark. First, as a cognitive framework, it offers a
coherent interpretive schema through which ideological threats—such as extremist propaganda
or foreign influence—are recognized and critically assessed[4]. Second, as an emotional anchor,
patriotism fosters group loyalty, institutional attachment, and ethical resolve in the face of
coercive pressures. Without this dual dimension, ideological boundaries within military structures
become porous. Central to the analysis is the concept of ideological immunity, which this study
defines as the capacity of military personnel to resist ideological infiltration through the
integration of loyalty, moral clarity, and historical consciousness. Patriotism—when framed as
active civic virtue rather than passive allegiance—becomes both a psychological defense
mechanism and a normative commitment to national integrity. Methodologically, the article
synthesizes approaches from political psychology, military sociology, and value based educational
philosophy[5]. Historical-ideational analysis traces the evolution of patriotic education across
multiple national contexts—from institutional rituals of oath-taking to curricula emphasizing
ethical discernment. Comparative data illustrates how formal indoctrination in patriotism
correlates with reduced susceptibility to propaganda, radicalization, and ideological
destabilization. Moreover, projections based on current trends suggest that by the mid 2030s,
nations that actively embed patriotic ethics into military and civic education are likely to exhibit
lower rates of ideological compromise, greater unit cohesion, and enhanced internal resilience
during hybrid crises. This predictive assertion rests on emerging models of value-driven
recruitment, mentorship, and deliberate reinforcement of national history and symbolism. This
introduction establishes the argument that patriotism is not a mere vestige of emotional
nationalism, but a sophisticated instrument of ideological defense[6]. By advancing a principled,
historically grounded, and ethically charged version of patriotism among military personnel,

International Scientific and Current Research Conferences

30 July 2025



CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION IN A GLOBALIZED WORLD

July 30, 2025 | 7074

nations can cultivate robust ideological immunity—ensuring that service members not only
protect their borders, but also fortify their minds and values against adversarial influence.

In the contemporary era marked by complex geopolitical confrontations, hybrid warfare,
and the pervasive influence of information technologies, the necessity of strengthening
ideological immunity among military personnel has become a strategic imperative for national
security. Ideological immunity, understood as the capacity of an individual to critically resist
external manipulative narratives and ideological threats, is of particular importance in military
institutions where loyalty, morale, and psychological resilience are fundamental operational
components. Amid the growing prevalence of information warfare and psychological operations
aimed at destabilizing military cohesion, patriotism emerges not merely as an emotional
attachment to the homeland but as a deliberate and rationalized component of ideological
defense. It provides a framework for moral orientation, ethical judgment, and national identity
affirmation within the ranks of the armed forces[7]. According to reports by the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI, 2023), over 60% of global military conflicts are now
accompanied by structured information campaigns targeting the morale and ideological
consistency of the opposing force. In such a context, the reinforcement of patriotic values
through systematic education, cultural awareness, and strategic communication becomes
essential to cultivating a psychologically fortified and ideologically resilient army. Moreover, post-
Soviet and post-colonial states have increasingly recognized that ideological neutrality in the
military domain can render servicemen vulnerable to external influence and psychological
destabilization. A value-based military identity — rooted in patriotism, historical consciousness,
and civic duty — is thus seen as a prerequisite for the sustainability of national defense. The
relevance of this topic lies in its interdisciplinary significance, intersecting the domains of military
sociology, political philosophy, national security studies, and educational psychology[8]. As
ideological threats continue to evolve in both digital and psychological dimensions, a focused
analysis on the role of patriotism in shaping military resilience is not only timely but critically
necessary for the defense of sovereign statehood.

Within Russian academic circles, the discourse on ideological immunity and patriotism in
the military context has sparked profound theoretical debates, particularly between philosopher
Alexander Dugin and military psychologist Sergey Komarov. Dugin, a prominent theorist of
Eurasianism and author of Foundations of Geopolitics, approaches ideological immunity through
a civilizational and geopolitical lens. He contends that the ideological resilience of military
personnel should be anchored in Russia’s historical consciousness, Orthodox spirituality, and
traditionalist national identity. Dugin asserts that patriotism must serve as a metaphysical shield
against liberal universalism and Western postmodern ideologies, which he perceives as
instruments of ideological subversion. From this viewpoint, ideological immunity is inseparable
from adherence to a state-sponsored civilizational narrative that emphasizes Russian
exceptionalism and strategic autonomy[9]. In contrast, Sergey Komarov, who specializes in
military sociology and psychological resilience, adopts a more individual-centered and
operationally practical framework. In his empirical studies, Komarov argues that ideological
immunity cannot be effectively imposed from above through meta-narratives alone. Rather, it
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must be cultivated through interpersonal trust, ethical education, and internal motivation among
soldiers. For Komarov, patriotism is not merely a collective ideal but a psychological construct
that must align with the serviceman’s lived experiences, socio-cultural background, and cognitive-
emotional development. He stresses the importance of personalized ideological training and
values-based leadership within the military hierarchy[10]. This theoretical divergence between
Dugin and Komarov illustrates a fundamental epistemological divide: while Dugin sees patriotic
ideological immunity as macro-structural and state-directed, Komarov advocates for a micro-
structural, bottom-up approach rooted in individual psychology and educational processes. The
reconciliation of these perspectives suggests the necessity of a hybrid model — one that
synthesizes civilizational narratives with personalized pedagogical strategies — to ensure robust
ideological immunity among modern military personnel.

The findings of this research underscore the strategic importance of cultivating ideological
immunity among military personnel as a foundational element of national security and
institutional resilience. In an era increasingly characterized by hybrid warfare, disinformation
campaigns, and psychological operations, the internal ideological coherence and moral stability
of armed forces are paramount. Within this context, patriotism emerges not merely as an
affective sentiment but as a multidimensional construct rooted in historical memory, civic duty,
moral integrity, and collective identity. Patriotism plays a critical and integrative role in shaping
the ideological immunity of servicemen by reinforcing their cognitive resistance to external
ideological manipulations, strengthening their moral decision-making frameworks, and
deepening their psychological allegiance to national ideals. It serves both as a psychological
anchor and as a cultural narrative through which military personnel interpret their professional
mission within a broader sociopolitical landscape. Moreover, the study highlights that ideological
immunity is not an abstract or static construct imposed solely by top-down state ideology. Rather,
it is a dynamic process that requires strategic synchronization between institutional military
education, value-based leadership, and personalized moral development. This perspective
reflects the convergence of theoretical approaches — one emphasizing macro-level geopolitical
narratives (as argued by Dugin), and another prioritizing individual psychological resilience and
pedagogical strategies (as advocated by Komarov). In conclusion, the effective development of
ideological immunity through patriotism necessitates a holistic and hybrid approach that unites
national historical consciousness with individual-level moral cultivation. Only through such an
integrative model can modern military institutions maintain cohesion, psychological stability, and
operational integrity in the face of multifaceted ideological threats.
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